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English Phonetics 03: The International Phonetic Alphabet

This weekThis week

PronunciationPronunciation Lax and tense vowelsLax and tense vowels

LectureLecture The International Phonetic AlphabetThe International Phonetic Alphabet

ActivityActivity Reading and writing in IPAReading and writing in IPA
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Attendance

Here!
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World Englishes

Kachru’s Model
• Inner Circle
• Outer Circle
• Expanding Circle

Kachru, B. B., Quirk, R., & Widdowson, H. G. (1985). 
Standards, codification and sociolinguistic realism. World 
Englishes. Critical Concepts in Linguistics, 241-270.
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World Englishes

Lingua Franca CoreLingua Franca Core
• Jennifer Jenkins (2000, 2005)Jennifer Jenkins (2000, 2005)
• Grammar, vocabulary and Grammar, vocabulary and soundssounds that  that 

are needed for L2/L2 contactare needed for L2/L2 contact

Important for L2/L2 communicationImportant for L2/L2 communication Not so importantNot so important

p, t, kp, t, k PlosivePlosive sounds must have correct  sounds must have correct aspirationaspiration  
(small puff of air)(small puff of air)

/t/ flapping/t/ flapping Makes “writer” sound like “rider”.Makes “writer” sound like “rider”.

/l/-/r//l/-/r/ Causes a lot of miscommunicationCauses a lot of miscommunication /θ/, /ð/ /θ/, /ð/ 
<th><th>

Hard to teach, hard to learn, usually doesn’t Hard to teach, hard to learn, usually doesn’t 
cause confusioncause confusion

kl, pr, kl, pr, 
sp...sp...

ConsonantsConsonants in  in clusters clusters should not be deleted, should not be deleted, 
but insertion is usually okay (speak > supeak)but insertion is usually okay (speak > supeak)

Native Native 
deletionsdeletions

Postcard > poscard, next week > neksweekPostcard > poscard, next week > neksweek

Phrase Phrase 
StressStress

Changes meaning a lotChanges meaning a lot Weak Weak 
formsforms

Give him > givim, cup of water > Give him > givim, cup of water > 
cuppawatercuppawater

PausesPauses Makes listening easierMakes listening easier IntonationIntonation Hard to teach, hard to learn, every person is Hard to teach, hard to learn, every person is 
differentdifferent

Vowel Vowel 
lengthlength

““heat” vs. “hit”heat” vs. “hit”
Note that American English does Note that American English does not not have have 
this feature!this feature!

Vowel Vowel 
qualityquality

Varies a lot between dialects, usually Varies a lot between dialects, usually 
doesn’t cause problemsdoesn’t cause problems
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Video: Patricia Kuhl, “The Linguistic Genius of Babies” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G2XBIkHW954https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G2XBIkHW954
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Sounds: Tense and Lax Vowels
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Sounds: Tense and Lax Vowels

i ɪ
e
ɛ

æ ɑ

o
ʊ

ə

u

ʌ ɔ

English has a lot of vowel sounds ( 母音 ). Many more than Japanese!
It helps to think of them in sets. Each set has a tense vowel  (😖 緊張母音 ) and a lax 
vowel  (😌 弛緩母音 ).

お set

い set

え set

う set
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Sounds: Tense and Lax Vowels

i ɪ
e
ɛ

æ ɑ

o
ʊ

ə

u

ʌ ɔ

English has a lot of vowel sounds ( 母音 ). Many more than Japanese!
It helps to think of them in sets. Each set has a tense vowel  (😖 緊張母音 ) and a lax 
vowel  (😌 弛緩母音 ).

お set

い set

え set

う set

 😖 😖

 😖 😖

 😖 😖

 😖 😖

 😖 😖

 😌 😌
 😌 😌

 😌 😌  😌 😌 😌 😌

 😌 😌
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Sounds: Tense and Lax Vowels

i ɪ
e
ɛ

æ ɑ

o
ʊ

ə

u

ʌ ɔ

Most Japanese speakers think of them as “short” and “long.” This is not wrong, but 
it’s only a small part of the difference.
Vowel quality is just as important as vowel length.

 😖 😖

 😖 😖

 😖 😖

 😖 😖

 😖 😖

 😌 😌
 😌 😌

 😌 😌  😌 😌 😌 😌

 😌 😌

Spelling
Common 
katakana

IPA

cheap チープ t͜ʃijp
chip チップ t͜ʃɪp
wait ウェート wejt
wet ウェット wɛt
shooed シュード ʃuwd
should シュッド ʃʊd
code コード kowd
cod コド kɔd



Monday, April 27, 2026    jeffmoore@tufs.ac.jp📧

i ɪ
e
ɛ

æ ɑ

o
ʊ

ə

u

ʌ ɔ
 😖 😖

 😖 😖

 😖 😖

 😖 😖

 😖 😖

Sounds: Tense and Lax Vowels

Tense vowels  (😖 緊張母音 ) are usually easy for Japanese speakers, but they don’t 
usually pronounce the diphthongs ( 二重母音 ) correctly.

EnglishEnglish IPA (GA)IPA (GA)

sheepsheep ʃijpʃijp
salesale sejlsejl
shoeshoe ʃuwʃuw
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Sounds: Tense and Lax Vowels

Lax vowels  (😌 弛緩母音 ) are usually harder for Japanese speakers.
Try to relax the back of your tongue.

EnglishEnglish IPA (GA)IPA (GA)

shshɪɪpp ʃɪpʃɪp
sellsell sɛlsɛl
shouldshould ʃʊdʃʊd
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Sounds: Tense and Lax Vowels
Let’s try using these sounds in Japanese words.
First, we’ll use tense sounds, then lax sounds. Lax sounds are kind of ヤンキーっぽい

sheepsheep ʃijpʃijp

shshɪɪpp ʃɪpʃɪp

moozookasheemoozookashee ˌmuwzˌmuwzəəkaˈʃijkaˈʃij

難しい難しい mʉzʉkaɕimʉzʉkaɕi↓↓ ːː

moozookashihmoozookashih ˌmuwzˌmuwzəəkaˈʃɪkaˈʃɪ

 😖 😖

 😖 😖

 😌 😌

 😌 😌
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Sounds: Tense and Lax Vowels

Let’s try using these sounds in Japanese words.Let’s try using these sounds in Japanese words.
First, we’ll use tense sounds, then lax sounds. Lax sounds are kind of First, we’ll use tense sounds, then lax sounds. Lax sounds are kind of ヤンキーっぽいヤンキーっぽい

sheemokeetsheemokeetaazzaawwaa ˌʃijˌʃijməˌkijtəˈzawəməˌkijtəˈzawə

下北沢下北沢 ɕimokitazaɕimokitaza↓↓wawa

shimokitshimokitaazzaawwaa ˌʃɪˌʃɪməˌkməˌkɪɪtəˈzawətəˈzawə

 😖 😖

 😌 😌
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Sounds: Tense and Lax Vowels

Let’s try using these sounds in Japanese words.Let’s try using these sounds in Japanese words.
First, we’ll use tense sounds, then lax sounds. Lax sounds are kind of First, we’ll use tense sounds, then lax sounds. Lax sounds are kind of ヤンキーっぽいヤンキーっぽい

coolcool kuwkuwələl cookcook kʊkkʊk

koorobootakooroboota ˌkuwɹˌkuwɹəəˈbuwɾˈbuwɾəə

黒豚黒豚 kʉɾobʉtakʉɾobʉta

kurobutakurobuta ˌkʊɹˌkʊɹəəˈbʊɾˈbʊɾəə

 😖 😖

 😖 😖

 😌 😌

 😌 😌
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Sounds: Tense and Lax Vowels

Let’s try using these sounds in Japanese words.Let’s try using these sounds in Japanese words.
First, we’ll use tense sounds, then lax sounds. Lax sounds are kind of First, we’ll use tense sounds, then lax sounds. Lax sounds are kind of ヤンキーっぽいヤンキーっぽい

foodfood fuwdfuwd
fullfull fʊlfʊl

fookusheemakenfookusheemaken ˌfuwkˌfuwkəəˈʃijmˈʃijməəˌkɛnˌkɛn

福島県福島県 ɸʉkʉɕimaɸʉkʉɕima↓↓kẽkẽ

fukushimmakenfukushimmaken ˌfʊkˌfʊkəəˈʃɪmˈʃɪməəˌkɛnˌkɛn

 😖 😖

 😖 😖

 😌 😌

 😌 😌
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Practice: /ɪ/ and /ij/ minimal pairs

fitfit feetfeet hishis he’she’s

[fɪt̚][fɪt̚] [fijt̚][fijt̚] [hɪz][hɪz] [hijz][hijz]
合う合う 足足 彼の彼の 彼は彼は…である…である



Monday, April 27, 2026    jeffmoore@tufs.ac.jp📧

Practice: /ɪ/ and /ij/ minimal pairs

itit eateat sitsit seatseat

[ɪt̚][ɪt̚] [ijt̚][ijt̚] [sɪt̚][sɪt̚] [sijt̚][sijt̚]
食べる食べる 座る座る 席席
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Sounds: Tense and Lax Vowels

kookykooky cookiecookie LukeLuke looklook
[ˈkuwkij][ˈkuwkij] [ˈkʊkij][ˈkʊkij] [luwk][luwk] [lʊk][lʊk]

いかれたいかれた クッキークッキー ルーク（名前）ルーク（名前） 見る見る
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Sounds: Tense and Lax Vowels

shooedshooed shouldshould suitsuit sootsoot
[ʃuwd][ʃuwd] [ʃʊd][ʃʊd] [suwt̚][suwt̚] [sʊt̚][sʊt̚]

追い払った追い払った ～するべき～するべき スーツスーツ すす、煤煙すす、煤煙
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★WWee w wiill, wll, wee w wiill rock yll rock youou!!
//wwijij w wɪɪl wl wijij w wɪɪl k jɹɑl k jɹɑ uwuw//

Practice: /ɪ/ and /ij/ minimal pairs

 😖 😖  😖 😖 😌 😌  😌 😌
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Discussion
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Discussion

• Can we write every sound in Can we write every sound in 
English with katakana?English with katakana?

• Can we write every sound in Can we write every sound in 
English with the English alphabet?English with the English alphabet?

• What’s missing?What’s missing?
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

aj əm ə kætaj əm ə kæt

bət æz jɛt aj hæv now nejmbət æz jɛt aj hæv now nejm

wer aj wəz born ɪz ɪnˈtajərlij ənˈnown tə mijwer aj wəz born ɪz ɪnˈtajərlij ənˈnown tə mij

aj wəz ˈmjuwɪŋ ɪn ə ˈgluwmij dæmp plejsaj wəz ˈmjuwɪŋ ɪn ə ˈgluwmij dæmp plejs

wer aj gɑt ðə fərst sajt əv ə ˈkrijʧər kwer aj gɑt ðə fərst sajt əv ə ˈkrijʧər kɑld mænɑld mæn

Can you read this text written in the Can you read this text written in the International Phonetic AlphabetInternational Phonetic Alphabet??



Monday, April 27, 2026    jeffmoore@tufs.ac.jp📧

Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

aj əm ə kætaj əm ə kæt

bət æz jɛt aj hæv now nejmbət æz jɛt aj hæv now nejm

wer aj wəz born ɪz ɪnˈtajərlij ənˈnown tə mijwer aj wəz born ɪz ɪnˈtajərlij ənˈnown tə mij

aj wəz ˈmjuwɪŋ ɪn ə ˈgluwmij dæmp plejsaj wəz ˈmjuwɪŋ ɪn ə ˈgluwmij dæmp plejs

wer aj gɑt ðə fərst sajt əv ə ˈkrijʧər kwer aj gɑt ðə fərst sajt əv ə ˈkrijʧər kɑld mænɑld mæn

Can you read this text written in the Can you read this text written in the International Phonetic AlphabetInternational Phonetic Alphabet??
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

I am a cat;I am a cat;
aj əm ə kætaj əm ə kæt
but as yet I have no name.but as yet I have no name.
bət æz jɛt aj hæv now nejmbət æz jɛt aj hæv now nejm
Where I was born is entirely unknown to me.Where I was born is entirely unknown to me.
wer aj wəz born ɪz ɪnˈtajərlij ənˈnown tə mijwer aj wəz born ɪz ɪnˈtajərlij ənˈnown tə mij
I was mewing in a gloomy damp place,I was mewing in a gloomy damp place,
aj wəz ˈmjuwɪŋ ɪn ə ˈgluwmij dæmp plejsaj wəz ˈmjuwɪŋ ɪn ə ˈgluwmij dæmp plejs
where I got the first sight of a creature called man.where I got the first sight of a creature called man.
wer aj gɑt ðə fərst sajt əv ə ˈkrijʧər kwer aj gɑt ðə fərst sajt əv ə ˈkrijʧər kɑld mænɑld mæn
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Writing sounds, not wordsWriting sounds, not words

✪✪ Main ideasMain ideas

✪✪ English soundsEnglish sounds

✪✪ Japanese soundsJapanese sounds

✪✪ Sounds from other languagesSounds from other languages
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Main ideasMain ideas

✪✪ Segments, phonemes, phonesSegments, phonemes, phones

✪✪ Overview of the chartOverview of the chart

✪✪ Differences from GeniusDifferences from Genius
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Segments, phonemes, phonesSegments, phonemes, phones

✪✪ Each letter in IPA is a segment (Each letter in IPA is a segment ( 分節音分節音 ))

✪✪ The smallest sound we can pronounceThe smallest sound we can pronounce

✪✪ Consonants (Consonants ( 子音子音 ) and vowels () and vowels ( 母音母音 ))
SpellingSpelling IPAIPA

つつ /t͜su//t͜su/
しし /ɕi//ɕi/
thinkthink //θθɪŋk/ɪŋk/
taxtax /tæks//tæks/
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Segments, phonemes, phonesSegments, phonemes, phones

✪✪
A phoneme (A phoneme ( 音素音素 ) is not really a ) is not really a 
sound, but a csound, but a category in your mindategory in your mind

✪✪
Changing one phoneme to another Changing one phoneme to another 
changes a word’s meaningchanges a word’s meaning

✪✪
In IPA, we use slashes // to show In IPA, we use slashes // to show 
phonemesphonemes

SpellingSpelling PhonemePhoneme

<< 魚魚 >> //ssakanaakana//
<< 高菜高菜 >> //ttakana/akana/

/are wa esa↓ kana/
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Phones: real soundsPhones: real sounds

✪✪ Phonemes (Phonemes ( 音素音素 ) are not real, but phones () are not real, but phones ( 音音 ) are real) are real

✪✪ We use square brackets to show phonesWe use square brackets to show phones

✪✪ Broad transcriptions Broad transcriptions （簡略表記）（簡略表記） include only what’s necessaryinclude only what’s necessary

✪✪ Narrow transcriptionsNarrow transcriptions （精密表記）（精密表記） include as much details as possibleinclude as much details as possible

WordWord PhonemesPhonemes PhonesPhones
(somewhat narrow)(somewhat narrow)

PhonesPhones
(quite narrow)(quite narrow)

しかししかし /sikasi//sikasi/ [ɕi̥ ka↓ɕi][ɕi̥ ka↓ɕi] [ɕi̥̝ kä↓ɕi̝ ][ɕi̥̝ kä↓ɕi̝ ]
realreal /ril//ril/ [ˈɹijəɫ][ˈɹijəɫ] [ˈɹ̠  ijɤ][ˈɹ̠  ijɤ]
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet
The IPA chartThe IPA chart
✪✪ Pulmonic consonants (Pulmonic consonants ( 肺臓を使用する子音肺臓を使用する子音 ) at the top) at the top

✪✪ Left to right = front to backLeft to right = front to back

✪✪ Top to bottom = closed to openTop to bottom = closed to open

✪✪ Pairs: left is voiceless, right is voicedPairs: left is voiceless, right is voiced

✪✪ White = possible sound, but no phoneme foundWhite = possible sound, but no phoneme found

✪✪ Gray = probably not possibleGray = probably not possible



Monday, April 27, 2026    jeffmoore@tufs.ac.jp📧

Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet
The IPA chartThe IPA chart
✪✪ Non-pulmonic consonants (Non-pulmonic consonants ( 肺臓を使用肺臓を使用しないしない子音子音 ) underneath) underneath

✪✪ Clicks, implosives, ejectivesClicks, implosives, ejectives

✪✪ Not really used in English or JapaneseNot really used in English or Japanese
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet
The IPA chartThe IPA chart
✪✪ Other Symbols under the non-pulmonicsOther Symbols under the non-pulmonics

✪✪ w in English,  ɕ, ʑ, d͜ʑ in Japanesew in English,  ɕ, ʑ, d͜ʑ in Japanese

✪✪ curve means two sounds together: t͜ʃ d͜ʒcurve means two sounds together: t͜ʃ d͜ʒ

✪✪ Pairs: left is voiceless, right is voicedPairs: left is voiceless, right is voiced

✪✪ White = possible sound, but no phoneme foundWhite = possible sound, but no phoneme found

✪✪ Gray = probably not possibleGray = probably not possible
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet
The IPA chartThe IPA chart
✪✪ Diacritics on bottom leftDiacritics on bottom left

✪✪ Mostly used for narrow transcriptions (Mostly used for narrow transcriptions ( 精密表記精密表記 ))

✪✪ Voiceless and nasal vowels in Japanese: Voiceless and nasal vowels in Japanese: ʉ̥i̥  ãĩʉ̃ẽõʉ̥i̥  ãĩʉ̃ẽõ
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet
The IPA chartThe IPA chart
✪✪ Vowels (Vowels ( 母音母音 ) are middle right) are middle right

✪✪ Left to right = front to backLeft to right = front to back

✪✪ Top to bottom = closed to openTop to bottom = closed to open

✪✪ Pairs: left is unrounded, right is roundedPairs: left is unrounded, right is rounded
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet
The IPA chartThe IPA chart
✪✪ Suprasegmentals, tones, accents on the rightSuprasegmentals, tones, accents on the right

✪✪
Japanese Japanese 伸ばし棒　伸ばし棒　 ːː
pitch accent drop is ↓pitch accent drop is ↓

✪✪ Tones are kind of crazy and a bad fit for Mandarin ChineseTones are kind of crazy and a bad fit for Mandarin Chinese
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet
Differences from GeniusDifferences from Genius

✪✪ Most dictionaries have their own systemMost dictionaries have their own system

✪✪ Most linguists think this is stupidMost linguists think this is stupid

WordWord IPAIPA GeniusGenius

kisskiss ɪɪ ɪɪ
dressdress  ɛ ɛ ee
catcat ææ ææ
footfoot ʊʊ UU

cupcup əə  ʌ ʌ
hothot ɑɑ ɑːɑː

WordWord IPAIPA GeniusGenius

sleepsleep ij ij iːiː
faceface ej ej eɪeɪ
schoolschool uwuw uːuː
boatboat owow ooUU

priceprice ajaj aɪaɪ
choicechoice ojoj ɔɪɔɪ
mouthmouth awaw aaUU

WordWord IPAIPA GeniusGenius

birdbird ɚɚ əːəːrr
startstart rɑrɑ ɑːɑːrr
northnorth oror ɔːɔːrr
nearnear irir əɪəɪ rr
curecure urur uəuərr
squaresquare erer eəeərr
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Sounds of EnglishSounds of English

✪✪ English Consonants (English Consonants ( 子音子音 ))

✪✪ English Vowels (English Vowels ( 母音母音 ))

✪✪ English Stress (English Stress ( 強勢強勢 ))
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Consonants that are the same as English spellingConsonants that are the same as English spelling

✪✪ p, b, t, d, k, g, m, n, r, f, v, s, z, h, l, wp, b, t, d, k, g, m, n, r, f, v, s, z, h, l, w

スペルスペル pig, best, dim, knock, rose, hiss, live, wifepig, best, dim, knock, rose, hiss, live, wife

IPAIPA /pɪg/, /bɛst/, /dɪm/, /nɑk/, /rowz/, /h/pɪg/, /bɛst/, /dɪm/, /nɑk/, /rowz/, /hɪs/, /lɪv/, /wajf/ɪs/, /lɪv/, /wajf/
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Consonants that use new symbolsConsonants that use new symbols

✪✪ ŋ, θ, ð, ʃ, ʒ, ŋ, θ, ð, ʃ, ʒ, t͜ʃ, d͜ʒt͜ʃ, d͜ʒ

スペルスペル bing, thick, this, ship, measure, chip, Jeffbing, thick, this, ship, measure, chip, Jeff

IPAIPA /bɪŋ/, /θɪk/, /ðɪs/, /ʃɪp/, /ˈmɛʒɚ/, /t͜ʃɪp/, /d͜ʒɛf//bɪŋ/, /θɪk/, /ðɪs/, /ʃɪp/, /ˈmɛʒɚ/, /t͜ʃɪp/, /d͜ʒɛf/
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Consonants from English that aren’t used in IPAConsonants from English that aren’t used in IPA

✪✪ c, q, sh, chc, q, sh, ch

スペルスペル rice, quick, ship, chiprice, quick, ship, chip

IPAIPA /rajs/, /kwɪk/, /ʃɪp/, /t͜ʃɪp//rajs/, /kwɪk/, /ʃɪp/, /t͜ʃɪp/
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Consonant that is used differently than Consonant that is used differently than 
in English spellingin English spelling

✪✪ jj

スペルスペル rice, yesrice, yes

IPAIPA /rajs/, /jɛs//rajs/, /jɛs/
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Vowels that use English lettersVowels that use English letters

✪✪ ij, ej, aj, aw, uw, owij, ej, aj, aw, uw, ow

スペルスペル me, they, I, how, who, glowme, they, I, how, who, glow

IPAIPA /mij/, /ðej/, /aj/, /haw/, /huw/, /glow/mij/, /ðej/, /aj/, /haw/, /huw/, /glow//
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Vowels that use new symbolsVowels that use new symbols

✪✪ ɪ, ɛ, æ, ʊ, ə, ɑ, ɚɪ, ɛ, æ, ʊ, ə, ɑ, ɚ

スペルスペル him, head, hat, look, cup, stop, birdhim, head, hat, look, cup, stop, bird

IPAIPA /hɪm/, /hɛd/, /hæt/, /lʊk/, /kəp/, /stɑp/, /bɚd//hɪm/, /hɛd/, /hæt/, /lʊk/, /kəp/, /stɑp/, /bɚd/
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Stress (Stress ( 強勢強勢 ))

✪✪ ˈˌˈˌ

スペルスペル measure, Japanese, understandmeasure, Japanese, understand

IPAIPA /ˈmɛʒɚ/, /ˌdʒæpəˈnijz/, /ˌəndɚˈstænd//ˈmɛʒɚ/, /ˌdʒæpəˈnijz/, /ˌəndɚˈstænd/
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

BreaksBreaks

✪✪ |  ‖|  ‖

スペルスペル I have an apple, I have a penI have an apple, I have a pen

IPAIPA /aj hæv | ən ˈæpəl ‖ aj hæv | ə pɛn//aj hæv | ən ˈæpəl ‖ aj hæv | ə pɛn/
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Let’s practice!Let’s practice!

haj ðɛr ‖ ajm ə ˈstuwdənt | æt ðə haj ðɛr ‖ ajm ə ˈstuwdənt | æt ðə 
ˈtowkiˌjow ˌjuwnəˈvɚsətij | əv ˈforɪn ˈtowkiˌjow ˌjuwnəˈvɚsətij | əv ˈforɪn 
ˈstədijz ‖ aj ləv | ˈspijkɪŋ ˈɪŋɡlɪʃ ‖ ænd ˈstədijz ‖ aj ləv | ˈspijkɪŋ ˈɪŋɡlɪʃ ‖ ænd 
ajm ˈlʊkɪŋ ˈforwɚd | tə ˈpræktəsɪŋ ajm ˈlʊkɪŋ ˈforwɚd | tə ˈpræktəsɪŋ 
ˈɪŋɡlɪʃ | wɪθ maj ˈklæsˌmejtsˈɪŋɡlɪʃ | wɪθ maj ˈklæsˌmejts
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Let’s practice!Let’s practice!

スペルスペル
Hi there! I'm a student at the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. I Hi there! I'm a student at the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. I 
love speaking English, and I'm looking forward to practicing English love speaking English, and I'm looking forward to practicing English 
with my classmates.with my classmates.

IPAIPA
haj ðɛr ‖ ajm ə ˈstuwdənt | æt ðə ˈtowkiˌjow ˌjuwnəˈvɜrsətij | əv ˈforɪn ˈstədijz ‖ aj haj ðɛr ‖ ajm ə ˈstuwdənt | æt ðə ˈtowkiˌjow ˌjuwnəˈvɜrsətij | əv ˈforɪn ˈstədijz ‖ aj 
ləv | ˈspijkɪŋ ˈɪŋɡlɪʃ ‖ ænd ajm ˈlʊkɪŋ ˈforwɚd | tə ˈpræktəsɪŋ ˈɪŋɡlɪʃ | wɪθ maj ˈklæsləv | ˈspijkɪŋ ˈɪŋɡlɪʃ ‖ ænd ajm ˈlʊkɪŋ ˈforwɚd | tə ˈpræktəsɪŋ ˈɪŋɡlɪʃ | wɪθ maj ˈklæs
ˌmejtsˌmejts
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Sounds of JapaneseSounds of Japanese

✪✪ Japanese consonantsJapanese consonants

✪✪ Japanese vowelsJapanese vowels

✪✪ Pitch accent, nasals, devoicingPitch accent, nasals, devoicing



Monday, April 27, 2026    jeffmoore@tufs.ac.jp📧

Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Japanese ConsonantsJapanese Consonants

✪✪ Mostly the same as rōmajiMostly the same as rōmaji

✪✪ New letters: New letters: ʔ, ŋ, ɸ, ɸ, t͜ɕ, d͜ʑʔ, ŋ, ɸ, ɸ, t͜ɕ, d͜ʑ

pa bapa ba ta data da ka aɡka aɡ ʔʔ

ぱばぱば ただただ かがかが あっあっ

mama nana aŋgaaŋga

まま なな あんがあんが

aɾaɾ

らら

ɸɸʉʉ sa zasa za /sja/ [ a]ɕ/sja/ [ a]ɕ haha

ふふ さざさざ しゃしゃ はは

t͜su d͜zut͜su d͜zu /tja/ /zja//tja/ /zja/
[t͜ɕ[t͜ɕa] [da] [d ͜ʑ͜ʑa]a]

つづつづ ちゃじゃちゃじゃ

wawa※※ jaja wawa※※

わわ やや わわ
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Japanese VowelsJapanese Vowels

✪✪ Almost the same as rōmajiAlmost the same as rōmaji

✪✪ /a//a/ has a hat! NOT  has a hat! NOT /ɑ//ɑ/

✪✪ [e̞ ] and [ʉ][e̞ ] and [ʉ] Hiragana Phoneme Phone

あ /a/ [a]
い /i/ [i]
う /u/ [ʉ]
え /e/ [e̞]
お /o/ [o]
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Other featuresOther features

✪✪ Pitch accent: ↓Pitch accent: ↓

✪✪ ん ん = = /N/ = /N/ = [n], [m], [ŋ], [ãĩʉ̃ẽõ][n], [m], [ŋ], [ãĩʉ̃ẽõ]

✪✪
/u/ and /i/ devoice between /u/ and /i/ devoice between 
voiceless consonantsvoiceless consonants

✪✪ Long vowel = ːLong vowel = ː

✪✪ Small Small っ っ = /Q/= /Q/

WritingWriting PhonemesPhonemes Phones (narrow)Phones (narrow)

赤赤 /a↓ka//a↓ka/ [a[a↓↓ka]ka]
ワンタン麺缶ワンタン麺缶 /waNtaNmeNkaN//waNtaNmeNkaN/ [wantamme̞ŋkã][wantamme̞ŋkã]
飛鳥時代飛鳥時代 /asukazi/asukazi↓dai/↓dai/ [asʉ̥kad͜ʑi↓dai[asʉ̥kad͜ʑi↓dai]]
丈夫丈夫 /zj/zjoːbu/oːbu/ [d͜ʑoːbʉ][d͜ʑoːbʉ]
結局結局 /keQkjoku/keQkjoku// [kekkjokʉ[kekkjokʉ]]
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Lecture: The International Phonetic Alphabet

Practice!Practice!
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

Most language sounds are pulmonic ( 肺気流 ) egressives ( 呼気音） .
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

But we also have IPA symbols for sounds that don’t use the lungs.
Many people call them “clicks.”
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

Glottalic ejective consonants ( 放出子音 ) are common in North American 
languages.

IPAIPA
’’

LabialLabial ( ( 両唇音両唇音 )) p’p’
AlveolarAlveolar ( ( 歯茎歯茎
音音 )) t’t’
VelarVelar ( ( 軟口蓋音軟口蓋音 )) k’k’

/tanup ip’i/ʼ

“Lizard” in Umatilla
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

English speakers use them too, although they aren’t phonemic ( 言葉を区別しない )

Esoteric energyEsoteric energy

[ˈɛsətɛɹɪkʼ ˈɛnəd͜ʒɪj][ˈɛsətɛɹɪkʼ ˈɛnəd͜ʒɪj]
Chronic asthmaChronic asthma

[[ ˈ̍k n k  ɹɔ ɪ ʼk n k  ɹɔ ɪ ʼ ˈ̍asmə]asmə]
New York and DetroitNew York and Detroit
[n j k  æn də t t]ʊˈ ɔː ʼ ˈ ɹɔɪ[n j k  æn də t t]ʊˈ ɔː ʼ ˈ ɹɔɪ
WeakWeak
[wijk ]ʼ[wijk ]ʼ
AnarchicAnarchic
[an k k ]ɑː ɪ ʼ[an k k ]ɑː ɪ ʼ
And take over that patent And take over that patent 
[æn tejk  owv  ðæ  pa n ]ʼ ˈ ɹ ʔ ˈ ʔˌ ʔ[æn tejk  owv  ðæ  pa n ]ʼ ˈ ɹ ʔ ˈ ʔˌ ʔ
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

English speakers use them too, although they aren’t phonemic ( 言葉を区別しない )

Esoteric energyEsoteric energy

[ˈɛsətɛɹɪkʼ ˈɛnəd͜ʒɪj][ˈɛsətɛɹɪkʼ ˈɛnəd͜ʒɪj]
Chronic asthmaChronic asthma

[[ ˈ̍k n k  ɹɔ ɪ ʼk n k  ɹɔ ɪ ʼ ˈ̍asmə]asmə]
New York and DetroitNew York and Detroit
[n j k  æn də t t]ʊˈ ɔː ʼ ˈ ɹɔɪ[n j k  æn də t t]ʊˈ ɔː ʼ ˈ ɹɔɪ
WeakWeak
[wijk ]ʼ[wijk ]ʼ
AnarchicAnarchic
[an k k ]ɑː ɪ ʼ[an k k ]ɑː ɪ ʼ
And take over that patent And take over that patent 
[æn tejk  owv  ðæ  pa n ]ʼ ˈ ɹ ʔ ˈ ʔˌ ʔ[æn tejk  owv  ðæ  pa n ]ʼ ˈ ɹ ʔ ˈ ʔˌ ʔ

Geoff Lindsey, “EJECTIVE CONSONANTS in ENGLISH: Why do English speakers pronounce /k/ like that?” 
YouTube, 2020-6-26. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rP0-MfE4zbA
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages
入破音 (implosive) の子音 :

 jmoore@go.tuat.ac.jp

IPAIPA
A little hook on the letterA little hook on the letter

LabialLabial
両唇音両唇音 ɓɓ
Dental/AlveolarDental/Alveolar
歯歯 // 歯茎音歯茎音 ɗɗ
PalatalPalatal
硬口蓋音硬口蓋音 ʄʄ
VelarVelar
軟口蓋音軟口蓋音 ɠɠ
UvularUvular
口蓋垂音口蓋垂音 ʛʛ ごくん！

We suck in air and use it to move 
the vocal folds directly, no lungs 
or diaphragm involved.
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages
Many languages in the southern part of Africa use 
velar ingressives (軟口蓋気流音 )
Japanese people and English speakers use them 
too, just not for words.

 jmoore@go.tuat.ac.jp

IPAIPA
Labial Labial 両唇音両唇音 ʘʘ
Dental Dental 歯音歯音 ǀǀ
Alveolar Alveolar 後部歯茎音後部歯茎音 ǃǃ
Palatal Palatal 硬口蓋歯茎音硬口蓋歯茎音 ǂǂ
Alveolar lateral Alveolar lateral 
歯茎側面音歯茎側面音 ǁǁ

軟口蓋を
閉じて発声

Kiss!

舌打ち

Knocking on a door

Commanding a horse
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages
Sakhile from South Africa will explain a few click sounds.

 jmoore@go.tuat.ac.jp

IPAIPA
Labial Labial 両唇音両唇音 ʘʘ
Dental Dental 歯音歯音 ǀǀ
Alveolar Alveolar 後部歯茎音後部歯茎音 ǃǃ
Palatal Palatal 硬口蓋歯茎音硬口蓋歯茎音 ǂǂ
Alveolar lateral Alveolar lateral 
歯茎側面音歯茎側面音 ǁǁ
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

Sounds of Standard Chinese ( 普通话 )

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_Chinese_phonology
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

Tones ( 声調 ) of Standard Chinese ( 普通话 )

字汉字汉 +Pinyin+Pinyin IPAIPA glossgloss

11  妈 妈 māmā ma˥ma˥ mommom

22 麻 麻 mámá ma˧˥ma˧˥ hemphemp

33  马 马 mǎmǎ ma˨˩ma˨˩ horsehorse

44  骂 骂 màmà ma˥˩ma˥˩ curse, abusecurse, abuse

**  吗 吗 mama mama question particlequestion particle

Tone contours in Beijing
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

There’s also a diacritic system, but I find it super confusing.

EnglishEnglish 汉字汉字 PinyinPinyin IPAIPA
(diacritic)(diacritic)

IPAIPA
(tone bar)(tone bar)

MotherMother 妈妈 MāMā mámá ma˦ma˦
NumbNumb 麻麻 MáMá mǎmǎ ma˩˥ma˩˥
HorseHorse 马马 MǎMǎ ma᷅ma᷅ ma˩˨ma˩˨
ScoldScold 骂骂 MàMà mâmâ ma˥˩ma˥˩
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

Consonants of Standard Chinese (Consonants of Standard Chinese ( 普通普通
话话 ))

LabialLabial
AlveolAlveol
arar RetroflexRetroflex

AlveolAlveol
o-o-
palatalpalatal

VelarVelar

NasalNasal m n ŋ

PlosivePlosive

aspiratedaspirated pʰ tʰ kʰ
unaspiratedunaspirated p t k

AffricateAffricate

aspiratedaspirated t͡sʰ ʈ͡ʂʰ t͡ɕʰ
unaspiratedunaspirated t͡s ʈ͡ʂ t͡ɕ

FricativeFricative f s ʂ ɕ x~h
LiquidLiquid l ʐ~ɻ

字汉字汉 +Pinyin+Pinyin IPAIPA glossgloss

坡豆腐马坡豆腐马
mǎ pō dòufumǎ pō dòufu ma˨˩pʰo˥dou˥˩fuma˨˩pʰo˥dou˥˩fu Mapo TofuMapo Tofu

玻璃玻璃
bōlíbōlí po˥li˧˥po˥li˧˥ glassglass

请请
qǐngqǐng t͡sʰiŋ˨˩t͡sʰiŋ˨˩ pleaseplease

吃吃
chīchī

ʈ͡ʂʰə˥ʈ͡ʂʰə˥ eateat

静静
jìngjìng t͡siŋ˥˩t͡siŋ˥˩ quietquiet

只只
zhǐzhǐ ʈ͡ʂə˨˩ʈ͡ʂə˨˩ onlyonly
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

Monopthongs of Standard Chinese (Monopthongs of Standard Chinese ( 普通话普通话 ))

●●
ii

 ● ●
əə

●●
yy

●●aa

uu  ● ●

oo  ● ●
●●
ee ɔɔ  ● ●

ɤɤ  
●●

●●
ɛɛ

字汉字汉 +Pinyin+Pinyin IPAIPA glossgloss

比比  bǐbǐ bi˨˩bi˨˩ compared, compared, よりより

女女  nǚnǚ ny˨˩ny˨˩ womanwoman

别别  biébié bje˨˥bje˨˥ don’tdon’t

边边  biānbiān bjɛn˥bjɛn˥ sideside

 马 马 mǎmǎ ma˨˩ma˨˩ horsehorse

很很  hěn hěn hən˨˩hən˨˩ veryvery

不不  bùbù bu˥˩bu˥˩ notnot

和和  héhé hɤ˨˥hɤ˨˥ andand

空空  kōngkōng koŋ˥koŋ˥ empty, airempty, air

火火  huǒhuǒ hwɔ˨˩hwɔ˨˩ firefire
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

Sounds of SpanishSounds of Spanish

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_phonology
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

Spanish VowelsSpanish Vowels

Ladefoged, Peter; Johnson, Keith (2010), A Course in Phonetics Ladefoged, Peter; Johnson, Keith (2010), A Course in Phonetics 
(6th ed.), Boston, Massachusetts: Wadsworth Publishing, ISBN (6th ed.), Boston, Massachusetts: Wadsworth Publishing, ISBN 
978-1-4282-3126-9978-1-4282-3126-9

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_phonology
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

Spanish ConsonantsSpanish Consonants
唇音唇音 舌頂音舌頂音 舌背音舌背音

両唇音両唇音 唇歯音唇歯音 歯音歯音 歯茎音歯茎音 後部歯茎音後部歯茎音 硬口蓋音硬口蓋音 軟口蓋音軟口蓋音

破裂音破裂音 p bp b t dt d k ɡk ɡ
鼻音鼻音 mm nn ɲɲ
はじき音はじき音 ɾɾ
摩擦音摩擦音 f f θθ** ss ʝʝ xx
破擦音破擦音 t͜ʃt͜ʃ
ふるえ音ふるえ音     rr
側面接近音側面接近音 ll No approximants (No approximants ( 接近音接近音 ), true voiced stops), true voiced stops

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_phonology
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

Spanish Sound ChangesSpanish Sound Changes

/b/, /d/, /g/ are pronounced as plosives (/b/, /d/, /g/ are pronounced as plosives ( 破裂音破裂音 ) ) 
onlyonly after a pause, nasal, or /l/ sound. Otherwise,  after a pause, nasal, or /l/ sound. Otherwise, 
they become approximants (they become approximants ( 接近音接近音 ): [): [ββ],],  [ð], [ ]ɣ[ð], [ ]ɣ

SpanishSpanish Phonemic Phonemic 
TranscriptionTranscription

Phonetic Phonetic 
TranscriptionTranscription JapaneseJapanese

beberbeber /bebe /ɾ/bebe /ɾ [be[beββeɾ]eɾ] 飲む飲む

poderpoder /pode /ɾ/pode /ɾ [poðeɾ][poðeɾ] できるできる

aguaagua /agua//agua/ [a[aɣɣwa]wa] 水水

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_phonology
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

Sounds of Standard Korean (Sounds of Standard Korean ( 표준어표준어 ) ) 
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

Consonants of Standard Korean Consonants of Standard Korean BilabialBilabial AlveolarAlveolar Alveolo-palatal/Alveolo-palatal/
PalatalPalatal VelarVelar GlottalGlottal

NasalNasal m m ㅁㅁ n n ㄴㄴ ŋ ŋ ㅇㅇ

Stop and Stop and 
affricateaffricate

plain/lenisplain/lenis p p ㅂㅂ t t ㄷㄷ tɕ, ts tɕ, ts ㅈㅈ k k ㄱㄱ
tense/fortistense/fortis p͈ p͈ ㅃㅃ t͈  t͈  ㄸㄸ t͈ ɕ, t͈ s t͈ ɕ, t͈ s ㅉㅉ k͈ k͈ ㄲㄲ

aspiratedaspirated pʰ pʰ ㅍㅍ tʰ tʰ ㅌㅌ tɕʰ, tsʰ tɕʰ, tsʰ ㅊㅊ kʰ kʰ 
ㅋㅋ

FricativeFricative
plain/aspiratedplain/aspirated s s ㅅㅅ h h ㅎㅎ
tensetense s͈ s͈ ㅆㅆ

LiquidLiquid l~ɾ l~ɾ ㄹㄹ
ApproximantApproximant ww jj ɰɰ

불 불 bulbul [pul][pul] 'fire' or 'light''fire' or 'light'

뿔 뿔 ppulppul [p͈ ul][p͈ ul] 'horn''horn'

풀 풀 pulpul [pʰul][pʰul] 'grass' or 'glue''grass' or 'glue'
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

Changing into tones?Changing into tones?

불 불 bulbul [pul][pul] 'fire' or 'light''fire' or 'light'

뿔 뿔 ppulppul [p͈ ul][p͈ ul] 'horn''horn'

풀 풀 pulpul [pʰul][pʰul] 'grass' or 'glue''grass' or 'glue'

• Yoonjung Kang, Sungwoo Han (2013) Yoonjung Kang, Sungwoo Han (2013) 
“Tonogenesis in early Contemporary Seoul “Tonogenesis in early Contemporary Seoul 
Korean: A longitudinal case study,” Korean: A longitudinal case study,” LinguaLingua, , 
(134),62-74 (134),62-74 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lingua.2013.06.002https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lingua.2013.06.002

• Cho, Sunghye (2017). Cho, Sunghye (2017). Development of pitch Development of pitch 
contrast and Seoul Korean intonation contrast and Seoul Korean intonation (PhD (PhD 
thesis). University of Pennsylvaniathesis). University of Pennsylvania
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Lecture: IPA for Other Languages

Vowels of Standard Korean Vowels of Standard Korean 

By Korean_long_vowel_chart.png: Jeffrey Connell (IceKarma)IPA_vowel_trapezium.svg: *Ga_open_allophones.svg: Angrderivative work: Moxfyre By Korean_long_vowel_chart.png: Jeffrey Connell (IceKarma)IPA_vowel_trapezium.svg: *Ga_open_allophones.svg: Angrderivative work: Moxfyre 
(talk)derivative work: Moxfyre (talk) - Korean_long_vowel_chart.pngIPA_vowel_trapezium.svg, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?(talk)derivative work: Moxfyre (talk) - Korean_long_vowel_chart.pngIPA_vowel_trapezium.svg, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=6565435curid=6565435

FrontFront CentraCentra
ll

BackBack

unroundedunrounded roundedrounded
ClosClos
ee

 ㅣ ㅣ [i][i]  ㅡ ㅡ [ɯ][ɯ]  ㅜ ㅜ [u][u]  ㅗ ㅗ [o][o]

MidMid   ㅔ ㅐ  ㅔ ㅐ [e̞][e̞]  ㅓ ㅓ [ʌ̹][ʌ̹]
OpenOpen  ㅏ ㅏ [ɐ][ɐ]
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Review Game: Blooket
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Review Game: Blooket

How to play BlooketHow to play Blooket

✪✪ Scan the QR codeScan the QR code

✪✪ Or go to play.blooket.com and enter the codeOr go to play.blooket.com and enter the code

✪✪ Fake names are okayFake names are okay
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Thanks for coming!

HomeworkHomework

✪✪
Fill in the IPA practice sheet. It’s Fill in the IPA practice sheet. It’s 
due at the start of the next class. due at the start of the next class. 
Generative AI is bad at thisGenerative AI is bad at this!!

Next weekNext week

PronunciationPronunciation Phrasal stressPhrasal stress

LectureLecture Making a voice: phonation and pitchMaking a voice: phonation and pitch

GameGame BoxingBoxing
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